
34 Beautiful Homes fall 2009

Charmed
Escape
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open, airy spaces and a private courtyard turn 
a vacation Home into a casual, tropical retreat. 
Writer Erin Crawford  Photographer Michael Partenio  Field editor Stacy Kunstel
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An ArCh 
ViEw
This masonry arch 
looks modern, but 
the shape nods to 
the arcaded wing 
wall or entry often 
seen in Florida 
architecture. 
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SSoft blue shutters wink around the windows. Below the 
exterior balconies, braces softly arch and curve. And colorful 
waves of flowers fill the spaces in between. From the arch of 
the entry to the glass-tile fireplace, this Vero Beach, Florida, 
vacation home turns on the charm.

“So many architects are afraid of pretty, and I like pretty 
buildings,” says architect Peter Moor, of Moor & Associates 
Architects, who designed the house. “It’s sort of an odd 
adjective in the architecture world. To make something 
picturesque is more acceptable.”

Part of the rationale for the home sprang from its 
location in Windsor, a New Urbanist community in Vero 
Beach. Created with a classic town plan, the development 
aims to create the sense of community of a traditional village. 
The architectural code follows a Southern vernacular style, 
requiring elements such as exposed rafter tails, covered 
porches and balconies, and metal or wood shake roof 
materials. The constraints make building a good house easy, 
Moor says, but challenge an architect wanting to build a great 
home. “Being creative within a box is maybe even harder,” 
he says, “but I like to explore all the possibilities that exist 
within what seems like a limited way to do things.”

Emphasizing a connection between the sun-soaked 
outdoors and casual indoor spaces, Moor designed an 
informal home in the Anglo-Caribbean tradition with a 
beautiful private courtyard. The homeowners came to 
the house, begun as a spec home, midway through the 
construction process.

The home’s public face is almost deceptively quaint. The 
trick to the project was uniting the home and guesthouse, 
the architect says. The garden walls flow between the two 
buildings, and the curved brackets and similar elevations 
tie the various elements together. “Somehow they’re all 
connected and it makes the house flow,” Moor says. 

The home’s distinctive gables are a stylistic flourish 
common to the area, where Cape Dutch and Mission styles 
are popular. The brackets’ playful curves were a new 
way to work with poured concrete, the warm climate’s 

welcome home a small courtyard is set behind a masonry arch 

and wood gates, opposite, which recall an open-air foyer. 

STURDY chARm the vacation home’s storybook-pretty 

appearance, above, belies its toughness—the house is outfitted 

with hurricane-resistant shutters and steel-and-masonry walls. 
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STylEd TAll
Stacked windows 
lead the eye to 
the living room’s 
exposed beams, 
putting the 
emphasis on  
the room’s  
soaring height.
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ARchITecTURAl DeTAIl the 

living room, opposite, features large 

windows topped by transoms to 

let in the light. a functional—and 

fashionable—stamped-leather 

ottoman anchors the seating area.

DRAmATIc conTRASTS a 

rich wood floor and dark-tone 

furnishings in the dining room, 

this photo, warm up the bright 

white walls. the Japanese server 

and custom mirror emphasize the 

room’s eclectic chic style.
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usual masonry. “In this climate, wood requires a lot of 
maintenance and the quality diminishes over time, as 
opposed to poured concrete, which improves,” Moor says. 
“Even the porch posts, which look like wood, are actually 
poured concrete.”

On the balconies, the painted framing was left exposed, 
and the metal roof shades the space. “You don’t have to 
cover up all of the construction,” Moor says. “It becomes 
part of the aesthetic.”

An arched entrance and covered walkway give the 
entry the appearance and a sensation of grandeur, but 
the main living space presents itself more casually. The 
living and dining rooms connect into a single, large space, 
resulting in an informal living area, with ipe, a durable 
Brazilian hardwood, used throughout for flooring. The 
space is also a central passage connecting to other rooms 
and the outdoors. 

Moor compares the living room to a pavilion, with 
the pool on one side and a view of the landscape and 
nearby lake at the back. The ceiling beams are structural. 

“There’s a tendency to build things with trusses and do fake 
beams,” Moor says. “All of the decking and beams used as 
the ceiling support the floor of the bedrooms upstairs, and 
that helped us get a taller space.” 

Interior designer Rod Mickley describes the room’s scale 
as spectacular but says the wide-open space is nonetheless 
relaxed. “When you come in the front door through a series 
of spaces, it doesn’t feel like the foyer. It’s very comfortable, 
a room where you open the door and want to sit down.”

Grand 12-foot-high ceilings extend from the living space 

cASUAl AnD chIc luxury, color, and informality play smartly off 

one another in the family room, opposite. the slipcovered l-shape 

sofa is perfect for a young family anticipating spills and messes, 

while the deeply coffered ceilings evince traditional elegance. 

cooKInG wITh whImSY traditional blue-and-white talavera 

tiles, above left, create a lovely backsplash for custom white-

painted cabinetry with an unusual arrangement of drawers.  

YIn AnD YAnG Honed black granite tops white-painted cabinetry, 

above, for the perfect degree of contrast.
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All in onE
Architecture and 
interior design 
meld perfectly in an 
outdoor fireplace 
finished in glass tile 
and set with a pair 
of matching vases.

To see more fireplace ideas,  
go to RemodelingCenter.com/bh.



into the kitchen, where a whimsical approach to cabinetry 
and an angular hood contribute to the home’s charm. 
The creatively staggered arrangement of the cabinets and 
drawers is Moor’s work. “It’s essential for the architecture 
of the kitchen to be reflective of and feel like part of the 
architecture of the house,” he says. “A lot of people make 
a science of how many steps it is from here to there, but 
if the kitchen feels like part of the architecture, the kitchen 
science becomes less important.” 

The kitchen connects directly with the courtyard. 
Private spaces, such as the bedrooms, are upstairs. The 
arrangement is a departure for a typical Vero Beach home. 
“A lot of people come here and feel everything has to be 
on one floor,” Moor says. “I lived and practiced in Vermont, 
and everyone in Vermont went upstairs to sleep. We joke 
that people with two-story houses live longer, so that’s my 

gift to clients.” With the home being in Florida, the architect 
put extra thought into the courtyard, an outdoor living room 
where a fireplace keeps the space cozy on cool evenings. 

Mickley created a sky-and-cloud palette of color that 
flows in and out of the house, emphasizing the strong 
connection between the courtyard and indoor living area, 
pulling the same soft blue into the living room curtains and 
outdoor lounge chairs. Even the light fixtures tie together, 
with dark metal lanterns used inside and out. 

The client wanted the palette to be “soft, airy, beachy, 

lIGhTheARTeD STYle this outdoor seating space, opposite, 

gets an unexpected burst of color from the fireplace with its sea-

color glass tile in a herringbone pattern and a trio of glass turtles.

DeeP ReFReShmenT the pool, above, set between garden 

walls, makes a beautiful blue centerpiece in the outdoor living area.
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SUn-SoAKeD STYle
mixing pretty painted tiles witH modern kitcHen appliances 
creates a sweet and functional kitcHen.

SleeK AnD hoT professional 30-inch slide in dual-fuel range 

with accelerated boil and preheat technology (fpds3085kf), far 

right, $2,299, frigidaire, 800/374-4432, frigidaire.com

oveRheAD AnGleS island range 

Hood (is170) in stainless steel, far right, 

from $3,494, Best, 800/558-1711, 

bestrangehoods.com

ARTISAn DeTAIl Handcrafted ceramic 

tiles, right: top, terra nova Hacienda field 

diamond (80105), $3.95 per tile; middle, 

terra nova Hacienda positano (80135), 

$3.95 per tile; bottom, Blue ville (10012), 

$1.55 per tile. tierra y fuego, 877/945-

4900, tierrayfuego.com 

and casual,” Mickley says, “and I kept saying, ‘in the end, 
we’ll need some accents of red and orange to perk it up.’” 
Indoors he used accessories, such as artwork, lamps, 
and pillows to provide that pop, while outside, magenta 
flowers add vibrant contrast.

Because the homeowners have children, Mickley 
chose durable, easy-care furnishings and slipcovered 
seating. “Most of the furniture is pretty indestructible,” 
he says. Even the dining table was predistressed and 
given a waxed finished “so it could be doctored if it gets 
messed up.” An eclectic mix of styles also keeps the 
home feeling casual and lived in. Mickley pulled together 
accessories and furniture with Asian, Spanish, and modern  
island influences.

For all its prettiness, the home is built tough, readied 
for the area’s harsh salty air and storms. The shutters are 
operable. The metal roof is hurricane-resistant, and the 
poured concrete surrounds a steel skeleton, ensuring the 
sweetly appointed structure will stand for years to come. 

architect Peter Moor  interior designer rod Mickley

ResouRces on page 110

SleeP In SeRenITY a vaulted ceiling and a soft white palette 

accented with pale gray-blue walls, above, create an airy setting for 

the master bedroom. french doors lead to a balcony.



Private spaces
architect peter moor used breezy balconies and  
open living space to create a cool retreat wrapped 
around a secluded courtyard.

Masterful suite a seating 
area, capacious closet space, and 
a private bathroom give the master 
suite an expansive feel.

Perfectly 
peaceful spacious 
guest quarters are 
separated from the family 
home by the courtyard.

Looking up 
ceilings throughout 

the home add elegant 
detail, especially in 

the dining room, 
where beams and 

applied trim mix for a 
layered treatment.

Graceful entry a 
series of passages creates a 
dramatic entry and keeps the 
family’s sizable outdoor living 
space out of view.

Upper-level 
views the balcony 

lends the exterior a 
distinctive look, and 

can be accessed 
through the master 
bedroom and hall.

uPPEr lEVEl
2,681 sq. ft.

MAin lEVEl
2,547 sq. ft.

Outdoor seating 
centered around a whimsical 
glass-tile-adorned fireplace,  
the covered outdoor seating 
area creates a gathering place 
suitable for all kinds of weather.


