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GGood architecture always tells a good story. From a grand 
front entry with stone-paved courtyard to symmetrical 
chimneys and flanking palm trees, the tale of Mary Alice 
and Joe Smith’s vacation home in Vero Beach, Florida, 
begins with the word “welcome.” After a long journey 
from their New York home or a short jaunt to the local 
store, their new residence greets them with open arms.

And that was the intent. Cool, relaxing colors and 
warm wood tones, all bound in a tropical setting, provide 
the perfect escape during the cold Northeast winters. 
Consequently, architect Harry G. Howle decided on a 
comfortable architectural style that he likes to call casual 
British Colonial cottage. It’s a departure from the more 
stylized Georgian homes in the gated community—and 
that’s how the owners, who worked closely on the design, 
wanted it. 

“The design of their residence has been well-received 
here, and it has become a hallmark acting as a kind of 

lines of sight a trio of arched openings in the gallerylike front 

entry hall, above left, provides clear views through the house. 

notable niche in the living room, above right, recessed 

shelving and cabinets, along with finely crafted millwork, illustrate 

the level of the home’s custom detail.

catalyst in the development of subsequent homes in the 
community,” Howle says.

Planter shutters, wide overhangs, and a wood shake 
roof are some of the more distinctive structural elements 
that inform the architectural vernacular. The H-shape plan 
opens the central portion of the house to sweeping water 
views beyond, connecting the external environment with 
the air-conditioned living spaces—an important feature in 
this near-tropical environment of south Florida. 

Besides the 4,500 square feet of air-conditioned space, 
“nearly a third more is devoted to outdoor living, which is 
a very important lifestyle element here,” Howle says.
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let in the views with vistas of the 

covered patio and the pool beyond, 

the living/dining room is a focal point 

in the smiths’ home. beaded-board 

wall treatments “give the whole house 

a sophisticated cottage look,” interior 

designer rod mickley says.



SMarT 
SeaTing
A built-in window 
seat takes full 
advantage of the 
view and uses 
space efficiently.

perfectly composed a banquette 

in slate-blue crushed velvet upholstery 

creates a bridge of color between the 

robin’s-egg blue of the dining chairs and 

the more aqueous blue of the hand-

colored wallpaper above the table.



grand central connected by an open floor plan to the family 

room and screen porch as well as the pool beyond, the kitchen, above 

and right, functions as a comfortable retreat or gathering spot for 

the homeowners and their guests, depending on the need. casual 

creamy white custom cabinetry contrasts with honed black soapstone 

counters and a mahogany butcher block atop the kitchen island.

The key to differentiating the Smiths’ home was the level of 
detail interior designer Rod Mickley brought to the project. The 
extensive beaded-board wainscoting is a vital element, as seen 
in the dining area. The hand-colored wallpaper arranged and 
methodically installed above the wainscoting signals another 
unique touch. “Texture is something you can’t achieve with 
paint, so the paper gives the room another dimension and 
keeps the eye moving around the room,” Mickley says. “We 
tried to do things that you wouldn’t find elsewhere in this area 
and we accomplished that—it doesn’t feel trendy.” 

The custom kitchen cabinetry, for instance, is so seamless 
it appears more like built-in furniture. The tiled mosaic of 
black marble and limestone above the range was sandblasted 
to achieve a raw, earthy appearance. 

Distinctively different
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pool assets a pool, above, off the covered patio connects the home 

to the ambience of John’s island sound and the nearby atlantic ocean.

breakfast view the dark stain on the 5-inch-wide santos 

mahogany flooring, left, provides a hint of formality and a nice contrast 

to the light, airy tones in the breakfast nook.

With the grand spectacle of John’s Island sound stretching out 
beyond the pool, the covered patio’s stature needed to be as 
inspiring as the view. “Guests are just naturally drawn out on 
the back porch and near the pool,” Howle says. “That’s why 
an H-shape plan works so well—you see through the central 
room to the pool and the view of water beyond.” 

Considering the west-facing orientation, Howle covered 
the patio to prevent late-afternoon sun from warming the 
house too much. Columns and arches add flair, while special 
lamination on exterior doors and windows reduces the sun’s 
heat and blocks damaging ultraviolet light that would otherwise 
harm rugs and upholstery. The result is a stunning entertaining 
space that is irresistible to guests and the homeowners alike. 
“The wonderful view actually pulls you through the house,” 
Howle says.

All about the outdoors
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linKed in
the ceiling of the 
covered patio 
picks up the thread 
of the extensive 
tongue-and-groove 
work indoors.

outdoor elegance the porches 

and covered areas provide protection 

from sun and rain, and they also offer a 

seemingly transparent transition between 

indoor and outdoor spaces.



in iTS Place
Built-in storage 
and display space 
along an exterior 
wall in the family 
room keeps the 
focus on the 
architecture.



wall art Above the doors  

in the family room, this photo,  

a collection of early-20th- 

century zinc hat molds adds 

sculptural interest.

inside out in the screen 

porch, right, mickley used a twist 

on the expected trim design by 

adorning mahogany panels with 

traditional white trim for “a little 

bit of a nautical theme.” Architect Harry G. Howle explains 
how a Colonial cottage fits in Florida.

can you describe the elements of  
a casual british colonial cottage 
design in this part of Florida? “years 
ago in the caribbean, the english tried to transfer 
their georgian design but didn’t have the building 
resources or skilled labor to reproduce it. this look 
transitioned into a more casual style with wide 
overhangs, shutters, and porches that speak to 
what we now think of as british colonial.”

what’s the intended effect of the 
beaded board? “as we were constructing 
the house, the owner wanted a more textural 
feeling inside. the best way to get that was to 
use tongue-and-groove boards. we were amazed 
by the linear footage of the siding—32,000 linear 
feet of wood planking. what that does is relax the 
house. it creates more of a cottage feeling that is 
refined but not so formal.” 

what about the setting? “the effort is 
to give as many rooms of the house a view of 
that amenity. with this plan, you can be in most 
rooms and have a view. the tendency is not to put 
secondary guest spaces between these rooms and 
the view. it’s all about the view and outdoor living.”

colonial cottage
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Private retreat
The design separates service areas of the home from more 
private spaces. The laundry, family room, kitchen, and 
garage are on the left, while the office, master bedroom, 
and bath suite are on the right. A long, elegant entry 
gallery, the covered patio, and the living/dining spaces 
connect the two wings. Guest rooms, including a VIP guest 
suite without direct access to the house, further allow the 
owners to entertain company according to their needs.

The master suite, however, is suitably all about the 
owners’ comfort. In the bath, soft beige river pebbles are 
inset in white Thassos marble around a soaker tub and along 
the shower walls. Separate closets, a plush handwoven 
wool rug under an antique bed with iron testers, as well 
as hand-blocked wallpaper with pressed flowers, make the 
bedroom retreat the most relaxing spot in the house. The 
finishing touch is a set of mahogany French doors that 
open to a private sitting porch with views of the backyard 
and pool. 

architect Harry g. Howle  interior designer rod Mickley 

ResouRces on page 112

restful spaces a tray ceiling in the master bedroom, 

above left, pulls the eye up to give the room height and an airy 

feeling; French doors lead to a porch with a view of the pool.

high-style tile mosaic tile on the top half of the shower in 

the master bath, above right, adds texture and interest. 

aged to perfection a highly textural exterior—with a 

“hand-of-the-workman” finish—provides the new house, above, 

with an aged character in keeping with its colonial feeling.
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intelligent design
the h-shape heart of architect harry g. howle’s 
design takes full advantage of the location’s water 
views. and by placing both guest rooms in the front 
portion of the plan, the design choice allows guests—
and the homeowners—a sense of privacy.

Flexible space 
an open floor plan 
connecting the kitchen, 
family room, breakfast 
nook, and screen porch 
enables multiple uses.

Entertain me the 
screen porch opens to the 
family room and kitchen as a 
combined entertainment space 
via pocket doors.

Open it up  
a semidetached guesthouse 
overlooks the courtyard 
and entry, serving as a very 
private suite.

The office a generous 
office space opens to the 
patio and overlooks the 
backyard pool.

Welcome 
home the grand 
front entry has a stone-
paved courtyard inset 
with a contrasting 
stone detail for an 
elegant entryway.

Sunny spot an informal 
eating area off the kitchen 

features a vaulted ceiling and 
generous cove molding  

for scale.

Main level
4,500 sq. ft.


